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obliged to exhale when he saw beggars, or cripples, or ugly, old, 
or wretched-looking people; but he could think of no way of 
connecting this obsession with the spirits. The only account he 
could give to himself was that he did it so as not to become like 
such people. 

Eventually, in connection with a dream, the analysis elicited 
the information that the breathing out a t  the sight of pitiable- 
looking people had begun only after his sixth year and was 
related to his father. He had not seen his father for many months, 
when one day his mother said she was going to take the children 
with her to the town and show them something that would 
very much please them. She then took them to a sanatorium, 
where they saw their father again; he looked ill, and the boy 
felt very sorry for him. His father was thus the prototype of all 
the cripples, beggars, and poor people in whose presence he was 
obliged to breathe out; just as a father is the prototype of the 
bogies that people see in anxiety-states, and of the caricatures 
that are drawn to bring derision upon some one. We shall learn 
elsewhere [p. 881 that this attitude of compassion was derived 
from a particular detail of the primal scene, a detail which only 
became operative in the obsessional neurosis at this late moment. 

Thus his determination not to become like cripples (which 
was the motive of his breathing out in their presence) was 
his old identification with his father transformed into the 
negative. But in so doing he was also copying his father in 
the positive sense, for the heavy breathing was an imitation of 
the noise which he had heard coming from his father during the 
intercourse.1 He had derived the Holy Ghost from this mani- 
festation of male sensual excitement. Repression had turned 
this breathing into an evil spirit, which had another genealogy 
as well: namely, the malaria [p. 371 from which he had been 
suffering at the time of the primal scene. 

His repudiation of these evil spirits corresponded to an 
unmistakable strain of asceticism in him which also found 
expression in other reactions. When he heard that Christ had 
once cast out some evil spirits into a herd of swine which then 
rushed down a precipice, he thought of how his sister in the 
earliest years of her childhood, before he could remember, had 
rolled down on to the beach from the cliff-path above the har- 
bour. She too was an evil spirit and a swine. I t  was a short 

1 Assuming the reality of the primal scene. 
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road from here to 'God-swine'. His father himself had shown 
that he was no less of a slave to sensuality. When he was told 
the story of the first of mankind he was struck by the similarity 
of his lot to Adam's. In  conversation with his Nanya he professed 
hypocritical surprise that Adam should have allowed himself 
to be dragged into misfortune by a woman, and promised her 
that he would never marry. A hostility towards women, due to 
his seduction by his sister, found strong expression at this time. 
And it was destined to disturb him often enough in his later 
erotic life. His sister came to be the permanent embodiment 
for him of temptation and sin. After he had been to confession 
he seemed to himself pure and free from sin. But then it appeared 
to him as though his sister were lying in wait to drag him again 
into sin, and in a moment he had provoked a quarrel with her 
which made him sinful once more. Thus he was obliged to keep 
on reproducing the event of his seduction over and over again. 
Moreover, he had never given away his blasphemous thoughts 
at confession, in spite of their being such a weight on his mind. 

We have been led unawares into a consideration of the symp- 
toms of the later years of the obsessional neurosis; and we shall 
therefore pass over the occurrences of the intervening period 
and shall proceed to describe its termination. We already know 
that, apart from its permanent strength, it underwent occasional 
intensifications: once-though the episode must for the present 
remain obscure to us-at the time of the death of a boy living 
in the same street, with whom he was able to identify himself. 
When he was ten years old he had a German tutor, who very 
soon obtained a great influence over him. I t  is most instructive 
to observe that the whole of his strict piety dwindled away, 
never to be revived, after he had noticed and had learnt from 
enlightening conversations with his tutor that this father- 
surrogate attached no importance to piety and set no store by 
the truth of religion. His piety sank away along with his 
dependence upon his father, who was now replaced by a new 
and more sociable father. This did not take place, however, 
without one last flicker of the obsessional neurosis; and from 
this he particularly remembered the obsession of having to 
think of the Holy Trinity whenever he saw three heaps of 
dung lying together in the road. In  fact he never gave way to 
fresh ideas without making one last attempt at clinging to what 
had lost its values for him. When his tutor discouraged him 
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from his cruelties to small animals he did indeed put an end to 
those misdeeds, but not until he had again cut up caterpillars 
for a last time to his thorough satisfaction. He still behaved in just 
the same way during the analytic treatment, for he showed a 
habit of producing transitory 'negative reactions'; every time 
something had been conclusively cleared up, he attempted to 
contradict the effect for a short while by an aggravation of the 
symptom which had been cleared up. I t  is quite the rule, as 
we know, for children to treat prohibitions in the same kind 
of way. When they have been rebuked for something (for 
instance, because they are making an unbearable din), they 
repeat it once more after the prohibition before stopping it. In  
this way they gain the point of apparently stopping of their own 
accord and of disobeying the prohibition. 

Under the German tutor's influence there arose a new and 
better sublimation of the patient's sadism, which, with the 
approach of puberty, had then gained the upper hand over his 
masochism. He developed an enthusiasm for military affairs, for 
uniforms, weapons and horses, and used them as food for con- 
tinual day-dreams. Thus, under a man's influence, he had got 
free from his passive attitudes, and found himself for the time 
being on fairly normal lines. I t  was as an after-effect of his 
affection for the tutor, who left him soon afterwards, that in his 
later life he preferred German things (as, for instance, physi- 
cians, sanatoria, women) to those belonging to his native country 
(representing his father)-a fact which was incidentally of 
great advantage to the transference during the treatment. 

There was another dream, which belongs to the period 
before his emancipation by the tutor, and which I mention 
because it was forgotten until its appearance during the treat- 
ment. He saw himself riding on a horse and pursued by a 
gigantic caterpillar. He recognized in this dream an allusion 
to an earlier one from the period before the tutor, which we had 
interpreted long before. In this earlier dream he saw the Devil 
dressed in black and in the upright posture with which the 
wolf and the lion had terrified him so much in their day. He 
was pointing with his out-stretched finger at a gigantic snail. 
The patient had soon guessed that this Devil was the Demon out 
of a well-known poem,7 and that the dream itself was a version 
of a very popular picture representing the Demon in a love-scene 

[Lerrnontov's 'The Demon'.] 
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with a girl. The snail was in the woman's place, as being a 
perfect female sexual symbol. Guided by the Demon's pointing 
gesture, we were soon able to give as the dream's meaning that 
the patient was longing for some one who should give him the 
last pieces of information that were still missing upon the riddle 
of sexual intercourse, just as his father had given him the first 
in the primal scene long before. 

In  connection with the later dream, in which the female 
symbol was replaced by the male one, he remembered a parti- 
cular event which had occurred a short time before the dream. 
Riding on the estate one day, he passed a peasant who was 
lying asleep with his little boy beside him. The latter woke his 
father and said something to him, whereupon the father began 
to abuse the rider and to pursue him till he rode off hastily. 
There was also a second recollection, that on the same estate 
there were trees that were quite white, spun all over by cater- 
pillars We can see that he took flight from the realization of the 
phantasy of the son lying with his father, and that he brought 
in the white trees in order to make an allusion to the anxiety- 
dream of the white wolves on the walnut tree. I t  was thus a 
direct outbreak of dread of the feminine attitude towards men 
against which he had at first protected himself by his religious 
sublimation and was soon to protect himself still more effect- 
ively by the military one [p. 691. 

I t  would, however, be a great mistake to suppose that after 
the removal of the obsessional symptoms no permanent effects 
of the obsessional neurosis remained behind. The process had 
led to a victory for the faith of piety over the rebelliousness of 
critical research, and had had the repression of the homosexual 
attitude as its necessary condition. Lasting disadvantages 
resulted from both these factors. His intellectual activity re- 
mained seriously impaired after this first great defeat. He 
developed no zeal for learning, he showed no more of the acute- 
ness with which at the tender age of five he had criticized and 
dissected the doctrines of religion. The repression of his over- 
powerful homosexuality, which was accomplished during the 
anxiety-dream, reserved that important impulse for the uncons- 
cious, kept it directed towards its original aim, and withdrew 
it from all the sublimations to which it is susceptible in other 
circumstances. For this reason the patient was without all those 
social interests which give a content to life. I t  was only when, 
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during the analytic treatment, it became possible to liberate 
his shackled homosexuality that this state of affairs showed any 
improvement; and it was a most remarkable experience to see 
how (without any direct advice from the physician) each piece 
of homosexual libido which was set free sought out some applica- 
tion in life and some attachment to the great common concerns 
of mankind. 



ANAL EROTISM AND THE CASTRATION 
COMPLEX 

I MUST beg the reader to bear in mind that I obtained this 
history of an infantile neurosis as a by-product, so to speak, 
during the analysis of an illness in mature years. I have therefore 
been obliged to put it together from even smaller fragments than 
are usually at one's disposal for purposes of synthesis. This task, 
which is not difficult in other respects, finds a natural limit 
when it is a question of forcing a structure which is itself in 
many dimensions on to the two-dimensional descriptive plane. 
I must therefore content myself with bringing forward frag- 
mentary portions, which the reader can then put together into a 
living whole. The obsessional neurosis that has been described 
grew up, as has been repeatedly emphasized, on the basis of a 
sadistic-anal constitution. But we have hitherto discussed only 
one of the two chief factors-the patient's sadism and its trans- 
formations. Everything that concerns his anal erotism has 
intentionally been left on one side so that it might be brought 
together and discussed at this later stage. 

Analysts have long been agreed that the multifarious instinc- 
tual impulses which are comprised under the name of anal 
erotism play an extraordinarily important part, which it would 
be quite impossible to over-estimate, in building up sexual life 
and mental activity in general. I t  is equally agreed that one of 
the most important manifestations of the transformed erotism 
derived from this source is to be found in the treatment of 
moneyY1 for in the course of life this precious material attracts 
on to itself the psychical interest which was originally proper 
to faeces, the product of the anal zone. We are accustomed to 
trace back interest in money, in so far as it is of a libidinal and 
not of a rational character, to excretory pleasure, and we expect 
normal people to keep their relations to money entirely free 
from libidinal influences and regulate them according to the 
demands of reality. 

In  our patient, at  the time of his later illness, these relations 
[See Freud's paper on 'Character and Anal Erotism' (1908b).] 
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were disturbed to a particularly severe degree, and this fact 
was not the least considerable element in his lack of independ- 
ence and his incapacity for dealing with life. He had become 
very rich through legacies from his father and uncle; it was 
obvious that he attached great importance to being taken for 
rich, and he was liable to feel very much hurt if he was under- 
valued in this respect. But he had no idea how much he pos- 
sessed, what his expenditure was, or what balance was left over. 
I t  was hard to say whether he ought to be called a miser or a 
spendthrift. He behaved now in this way and now in that, but 
never in a way that seemed to show any consistent intention. 
Some striking traits, which I shall further discuss below, might 
have led one to regard him as a hardened plutocrat, who con- 
sidered his wealth as his greatest personal advantage, and who 
would never for a moment allow emotional interests to weigh 
against pecuniary ones. Yet he did not value other people by 
their wealth, and, on the contrary, showed himself on many 
occasions unassuming, helpful, and charitable. Money, in 
fact, had been withdrawn from his conscious control, and meant 
for him something quite different. 

I have already mentioned (p. 23) that I viewed with grave 
suspicion the way in which he consoled himself for the loss of 
his sister, who had become his closest companion during her 
latter years, with the reflection that now he would not have to 
share his parents' inheritance with her. But what was perhaps 
even more striking was the calmness with which he was able 
to relate this, as though he had no comprehension of the coarse- 
ness of feeling to which he was thus confessing. I t  is true that 
analysis rehabilitated him by showing that his grief for his 
sister had merely undergone a displacement; but it then became 
quite inexplicable why he should have tried to find a substitute 
for his sister in an increase of wealth. 

He himself was puzzled by his behaviour in another con- 
nection. After his father's death the property that was left was 
divided between him and his mother. His mother administered 
it, and, as he himself admitted, met his pecuniary claims 
irreproachably and liberally. Yet every discussion of money 
matters that took place between them used to end with the 
most violent reproaches on his side, to the effect that she did 
not love him, that she was trying to economize at his expense, 
and that she would probably rather see him dead so as to have 
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sole control over the money. His mother used then to protest her 
disinterestedness with tears, and he would thereupon grow 
ashamed of himself and declare with justice that he thought 
nothing of the sort of her. But he was sure to repeat the same 
scene at the first opportunity. 

Many incidents, of which I will relate two, show that, for a 
long time before the analysis, faeces had had this significance of 
money for him. At a time when his bowel as yet played no part , 

in his complaint, he once paid a visit to a poor cousin of his in 
a large town. As he left him he reproached himself for not 
giving this relative financial support, and immediately after- 
wards had what was 'perhaps the most urgent need for relieving 
his bowels that he had experienced in his life'. Two years later 
he did in fact settle an annuity upon this cousin. Here is the 
other case. At the age of eighteen, while he was preparing for 
his leaving-examination at  school, he visited a friend and came 
to an agreement with him on a plan which seemed advisable 
on account of the dread which they shared of failing in the 
examination.1 I t  had been decided to bribe the school servant, 
and the patient's share of the sum to be provided was naturally 
the larger. On the way home he thought to himself that he 
should be glad to give even more if only he could succeed in 
getting through, if only he could besure that nothingwould hap- 
pen to him in the examination-and an accident of another sort 
really did happen to him2 before he reached his own front door. 

We shall be prepared to hear that during his later illness he 
suffered from disturbances of his intestinal function which were 
very obstinate, though various circumstances caused them to 
fluctuate in intensity. When he came under my treatment he 
had become accustomed to enemas, which were given him by 
an attendant; spontaneous evacuations did not occur for months 
at a time, unless a sudden excitement from some particular 
direction intervened, as a result of which normal activity of the 
bowels might set in for a few days. His principal subject of 

1 [The German word 'Durchfall' means literally 'falling through'; it is 
used in the sense of 'failing', as in an examination, and also of 'diar- 
rhoea'.] The patient informed me that his native tongue has no parallel 
to the familiar German use of 'Durchfall' as a description for disturbances 
of the bowels. 

a This expression has the same meaning in the patient's native tongue 
as in German. [The German idiom refers euphemistically to the 
excretory processes.] 
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complaint was that for him the world was hidden in a veil, 
or that he was cut off from the world by a veil. This veil was 
torn only at one moment-when, after an enema, the contents 
of the bowel left the intestinal canal; and he then felt well and 
normal again.' 

The colleague to whom I referred the patient for a report 
upon his intestinal condition was perspicacious enough to 
explain it as being a functional one, or even psychically deter- 
mined, and to abstain from any active medicinal treatment. 
Moreover, neither this nor dieting were of any use. During the 
years of analytic treatment there was no spontaneous motion- 
apart from the sudden influences that I have mentioned. The 
patient allowed himself to be convinced that if the intractable 
organ received more intensive treatment things would only be 
made worse, and contented himself with bringing on an evacua- 
tion once or twice a week by means of an enema or a purgative. 

In discussing these intestinal troubles I have given more 
space to the patient's later illness than has been my plan else- 
where in this work, which is concerned with his infantile 
neurosis. I have done so for two reasons: first, because the 
intestinal symptoms were in point of fact carried forward from 
the infantile neurosis into the later one with little alteration, 
and secondly, because they played a principal part in the 
conclusion of the treatment. 

We know how important doubt is to the physician who is 
analysing an obsessional neurosis.2 I t  is the patient's strongest 
weapon, the favourite expedient of his resistance. This same 
doubt enabled our patient to lie entrenched behind a respectful 
indifference and to allow the efforts of the treatment to slip 
past him for years together. Nothing changed, and there was 
no way of convincing him. At last I recognized the importance 
of the intestinal trouble for my purposes; it represented the 
small trait of hysteria which is regularly to be found at the 
root of an obsessional neuro~is.~ I promised the patient a 

1 The effect was the same whether he had the enema given him by 
some one else or whether he managed it himself. 

a [Cf. the case history of the 'Rat Man' (1909d), Standard Ed., 10, 
241-3.1 

3 [Freud had already remarked on this at the beginning of Section I1 
of his second paper on 'The Neuro-Psychoses of Defence' (18966). He 
alluded to the point again in Chapter V of Inhibitions, S'pptoms and 
AluFieO (1926d).] 

S.P. XM-F 
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complete recovery of his intestinal activity, and by means of this 
promise made his incredulity manifest. I then had the satis- 
faction of seeing his doubt dwindle away, as in the course of the 
work his bowel began, like a hysterically affected organ, to 
'join in the conver~ation',~ and in a few weeks' time recovered 
its normal functions after their long impairment. 

I now turn back to the patient's childhood-to a time at 
which it was impossible that faeces could have had the signifi- 
cance of money for him. 

Intestinal disorders set in very early with him, and especially 
in the form which is the most frequent and, among children, 
the most normal-namely, incontinence. We shall certainly 
be right, however, in rejecting a pathological explanation of 
these earliest occurrences, and in regarding them only as evi- 
dence of the patient's intention not to let himself be disturbed 
or checked in the pleasure attached to the function of evacua- 
tion. He found a great deal of enjoyment (such as would tally 
with the natural coarseness of many classes of society, though 
not of his) in anal jokes and exhibitions, and this enjoyment had 
been retained by him until after the beginningof his later illness. 

During the time of the English governess it repeatedly hap- 
pened that he and his Nanya had to share that obnoxious 
lady's bedroom. His Nanya noticed with comprehension the 
fact that precisely on those nights he made a mess in his bed, 
though otherwise this had ceased to happen a long time before. 
He was not in the least ashamed of it; it was an expression of 
defiance against the governess. 

A year later (when he was four and a half), during the 
anxiety period, he happened to make a mess in his knicker- 
bockers in the day-time. He was terribly ashamed of himself, 
and as he was being cleaned he moaned that he could not go 
on living like that. So that in the meantime something had 
changed; and by following up his lament we came upon the 
traces of this something. I t  turned out that the words 'he could 
not go on living like that' were repeated from some one else. 
His mother had once2 taken him with her when she was walking 

[This phrase ('mitsfiechen') goes back to the Studies on Hysteria 
(1895d), Standard Ed., 2, 296 f.] 

2 When this happened was not exactly fixed; but in any case before 
the anxiety-dream when he was four, and probably before his parents' 
absence from home. 
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down to the station with the doctor who had come to visit her* 
During this walk she had lamented over her pains and haemor- 
rhages and had broken out in the same words, 'I cannot go on 
living like this', without imagining that the child whose hand 
she was holding would keep them in his memory. Thus his 
lament (which, moreover, he was to repeat on innumerable 
occasions during his later illness) had the significance of an 
identification with his mother. 

There soon appeared in his recollection what was evidently, 
in respect both of its date and of its content, a missing inter- 
mediate link between these two events. I t  once happened at  
the beginning of his anxiety period that his apprehensive 
mother gave orders that precautions were to be taken to protect 
the children from dysentery, which had made its appearance 
in the neighbourhood of the estate. He made enquiries as to 
what that might be; and after hearing that when you have 
dysentery you find blood in your stool he became very nervous 
and declared that there was blood in his own stool; he was 
afraid he would die of dysentery, but allowed himself to be 
convinced by an examination that he had made a mistake and 
had no need to be frightened. We can see that in this dread he 
was trying to put into effect an identification with his mother, 
whose haemorrhages he had heard about in the conversation 
with her doctor. In  his later attempt at identification (when he 
was four and a half) he had dropped any mention of the blood; 
he no longer understood himself, for he imagined that he was 
ashamed of himself and was not aware that he was being shaken 
by a dread of death, though this was unmistakably revealed in 
his lament. 

At that time his mother, suffering as she was from an abdom- 
inal affection, was in general nervous, both about herself and 
the children; it is most probable that his own nervousness, 
besides its other motives, was based on an identification with 
his mother. 

Now what can have been the meaning of this identification 
with his mother? 

Between the impudent use he made of his incontinence when 
he was three and a half, and the horror with which he viewed 
it when he was four and a half, there lies the dream with which 
his anxiety period began-the dream which gave him a 
deferred comprehension of the scene he had experienced when 



78 AN INFANTILE NEUROSIS 

he was one and a half (p. 45), and an explanation of the part 
played by women in the sexual act. I t  is only another step to 
connect the change in his attitude towards defaecation with this 
same great revulsion. Dysentery was evidently his name for 
the illness which he had heard his mother lamenting about, and 
which it was impossible to go on living with; he did not regard 
his mother's disease as being abdominal but as being intestinal. 
Under the influence of the primal scene he came to the con- 
clusion that his mother had been made ill by what his father 
had done to her;l and his dread of having blood in his stool, 
of being as ill as his mother, was his repudiation of being identi- 
fied with her in this sexual scene-the same repudiation with 
which he awoke from the dream. But the dread was also a proof 
that in his later elaboration of the primal scene he had put 
himself in his mother's place and had envied her this relation 
with his father. The organ by which his identification with 
women, his passive homosexual attitude to men, was able to 
express itself was the anal zone. The disorders in the function of 
this zone had acquired the significance of feminine impulses of 
tenderness, and they retained it during the later illness as well. 

At this point we must consider an objection, the discussion 
of which may contribute much to the elucidation of the 
apparent confusion of the circumstances. We have been driven 
to assume that during the process of the dream he under- 
stood that women are castrated, that instead of a male organ 
they have a wound which serves for sexual intercourse, and that 
castration is the necessary condition of femininity; we have 
been driven to assume that the threat of this loss induced him 
to repress his feminine attitude towards men, and that he awoke 
from his homosexual enthusiasm in anxiety. Now how can this 
comprehension of sexual intercourse, this recognition of the 
vagina, be brought into harmony with the selection of the 
bowel for the purpose of identification with women? Are not 
the intestinal symptoms based on what is probably an older 
notion, and one which in any case completely contradicts the 
dread of castration-the notion, namely, that sexual intercourse 
takes place at the anus? 

To be sure, this contradiction is present; and the two views 
are entirely inconsistent with each other. The only question is 
whether they need be consistent. Our bewilderment arises 

A conclusion which was probably not far from the truth. 
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only because we are always inclined to treat unconscious 
mental processes like conscious ones and to forget the profound 
differences between the two psychical systems. 

When his Christmas dream, with its excitement and expect- 
ancy, conjured up before him the picture of the sexual inter- 
course of his parents as it had once been observed (or construed) 
by him, there can be no doubt that the first view of it to come 
up was the old one, according to which the part of the female 
body which received the male organ was the anus. And, indeed, 
what else could he have supposed when at the age of one and a 
half he was a spectator of the scene?l But now came the new 
event that occurred when he was four years old. What he had 
learnt in the meantime, the allusions which he had heard to 
castration, awoke and cast a doubt on the 'cloacal theory'; they 
brought to his notice the difference between the sexes and the 
sexual part played by women. In  this contingency he behaved 
as children in general behave when they are given an unwished- 
for piece of information-whether sexual or of any other kind. 
He rejected what was new (in our case from motives connected 
with his fear of castration) and clung fast to what was old. He 
decided in favour of the intestine and against the vagina, just 
as, for similar motives, he later on took his father's side against 
God. He rejected the new information and clung to the old 
theory. The latter must have provided the material for his 
identification with women, which made its appearance later 
as a dread of death in connection with the bowels, and for his 
first religious scruples, about whether Christ had had a behind, 
and so on. I t  is not that his new insight remained without any 
effect; quite the reverse. I t  developed an extraordinarily power- 
ful effect, for it became a motive for keeping the whole process 
of the dream under repression and for excluding it from being 
worked over later in consciousness. But with that its effect was 
exhausted; it had no influence in deciding the sexual problem. 
That it should have been possible from that time onwards for 
a fear of castration to exist side by side with an identification 
with women by means of the bowel admittedly involved a 
contradiction. But it was only a logical contradiction-which 
is not saying much. On the contrary, the whole process is 
characteristic of the way in which the unconscious works. A 

* Or so long as he did not grasp the sense of the copulation between 
the dogs. 
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repression is something very different from a condemning 
judgement. 

When we were studying the genesis of the wolf phobia, we 
followed the effect of his new insight into the sexual act; but 
now that we are investigating the disturbances of the intestinal, 
function, we find ourselves working on the basis of the old 
cloaca1 theory. The two points of view remained separated from 
each other by a stage of repression. His feminine attitude to- 
wards men, which had been repudiated by the act of repression, 
drew back, as it were, into the intestinal symptoms, and ex- 
pressed itself in the attacks of diarrhoea, constipation, and 
intestinal pain, which were so frequent during the patient's 
childhood. His later sexual phantasies, which were based on 
a correct sexual knowledge, were thus able to express themselves 
regressively as intestinal troubles. But we cannot understand 
them until we have explained the modifications which take 
place in the significance of faeces from the first years of child- 
hood onward.' 

I have already hinted at an earlier point in my story [p. 381 
that one portion of the content of the primal scene has been 
kept back. I am now in a position to produce this missing 
portion. The child finally interrupted his parents' intercourse 
by passing a stool, which gave him an excuse for screaming. All 
the considerations which I have raised above in discussing the 
rest of the content of the same scene apply equally to the criticism 
of this additional piece. The patient accepted this concluding 
act when I had constructed it, and appeared to confirm it by 
producing 'transitory symptoms'. A further additional piece 
which I had proposed, to the effect that his father was annoyed 
at the interruption and gave vent to his ill-humour by scolding 
him, had to be dropped. The material of the analysis did not 
react to it. 

The additional detail which I have now brought forward 
cannot of course be put on a level with the rest of the content of 
the scene. Here it is not a question of an impression from out- 
side, which must be expected to re-emerge in a number of 
later indications, but of a reaction on the part of the child him- 
self. I t  would make no difference to the story as a whole if this 

1 Cf. 'On Transformations of Instinct as Exemplified in Anal Erotism' 
(1917~). [See below, p. 125. Though that paper was published before 
he present case history, it was probably written later.] 
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demonstration had not occurred, or if it had been taken from 
a later period and inserted into the course of the scene. But 
there can be no question of how we are to regard it. I t  is a sign 
of a state of excitement of the anal zone (in the widest sense). 
In other similar cases an observation like this of sexual inter- 
course has ended with a discharge of urine; a grown-up 
man in the same circumstances would feel an erection. The 
fact that our little boy passed a stool as a sign of his sexual 
excitement is to be regarded as a characteristic of his congenital 
sexual constitution. He at once assumed a passive attitude, and 
showed more inclination towards a subsequent identification 
with women than with men. 

At the same time, like every other child, he was making use 
of the content of the intestines in one of its earliest and most 
primitive meanings. Faeces are the child's first gift, the first 
sacrifice on behalf of his affection, a portion of his own body 
which he is ready to part with, but only for the sake of some one 
he 1oves.l To use faeces as an expression of defiance, as our 
patient did against the governess when he was three and a half, 
is merely to turn this earlier 'gift' meaning into the negative. 
The 'gmmus merdae' [heap of faeces] left behind by criminals 
upon the scene of their misdeeds seems to have both these 
meanings: contumely, and a regressive expression of making 
amends. I t  is always possible, when a higher stage has been 
reached, for use still to be made of the lower one in its negative 
and debased sense. The contrariety is a manifestation of 
repres~ion.~ 

1 I believe there can be no difficulty in substantiating the statement 
that infants only soil with their excrement people whom they know and 
are fond of; they do not consider strangers worthy of this distinction. 
In my Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality (1905d) [Standard Ed., 7, 
185-71 I mentioned the very first purpose to which faeces are put- 
namely, the auto-erotic stimulation of the intestinal mucous membrane. 
We now reach a further stage, at which a decisive part in the process of 
defaecation is played by the child's attitude to some object to whom he 
thus shows himself obedient or agreeable. This relation is one that per- 
sists; for even older children will only allow themselves to be assisted in 
defaecating and urinating by particular privileged persons, though in 
this connection the prospect of other forms of satisfaction is also involved. 

a In the unconscious, as we are aware, 'No' does not exist, and there 
is no distinction between contraries. Negation is only introduced by 
the process of repression. [See 'The Unconscious' (19 15e), Section V, and 
the later paper on 'Negation' (1925h).] 
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At a later stage of sexual development faeces take on the 
meaning of a b a b .  For babies, like faeces, are born through 
the anus. The 'gift' meaning of faeces readily admits of this 
transformation. I t  is a common usage to speak of a baby as a 
'gift'. The more frequent expression is that the woman has 
'given' the man a baby; but in the usage of the unconscious 
equal attention is justly paid to the other aspect of the relation, 
namely, to the woman having 'received'' the baby as a gift 
from the man. 

The meaning of faeces as mong branches off from the 'gift' 
meaning in another direction. 

The deeper significance of our patient's early screen memory, 
to the effect that he had his first fit of rage because he was not 
given enough presents one Christmas, is now revealed to us. 
What he was feeling the want of was sexual satisfaction, which 
he had taken as being anal. His sexual researches came during 
the course of the dream to understand what they had been 
prepared for finding before the dream, namely, that the sexual 
act solved the problem of the origin of babies. Even before the 
dream he had disliked babies. Once, when he had come upon 
a small unfledged bird that had fallen out of its nest, he had 
taken it for a human baby and been horrified at it. The analysis 
showed that all small animals, such as caterpillars and insects, 
that he had been so enraged with, had had the meaning of 
babies to him.2 His position in regard to his elder sister had 
given him every opportunity for reflecting upon the relation 
between elder and younger children. His Nanya had once told 
him that his mother was so fond of him because he was the 
youngest, and this gave him good grounds for wishing that no 
younger child might come after him. His dread of this youngest 
child was revived under the influence of the dream which 
brought up before him his parents' intercourse. 

To  the sexual currents that are already known to us we must 
therefore add a further one, which, like the rest, started from the 
primal scene reproduced in the dream. In his identification 
with women (that is, with his mother) he was ready to give 
his father a baby, and was jealous of his mother, who had 
already done so and would perhaps do so again. 

[The word 'empfangen' in the German means both 'received' and 
'conceived'.] 

2 Just as vermin often stand for babies in dreams and phobias. 
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In  a roundabout way, since both 'money' and 'baby' have 
the sense of 'gift', money can take over the meaning of baby 
and can thus become the means of expressing feminine (homo- 
sexual) satisfaction. This was what occurred with our patient 
when-he and his sister were staying at a German sanatorium 
at the time-he saw his father give his sister two large bank 
notes. In  imagination he had always had suspicions of his 
father's relations with his sister; and at this his jealousy awoke. 
He rushed at his sister as soon as they were alone, and demanded 
a share of the money with so much vehemence and such 
reproaches that his sister, in tears, threw him the whole of it. 
What had excited him was not merely the actual money, but 
rather the 'baby'-anal sexual satisfaction from his father. And 
he was able to console himself with this when, in his father's 
lifetime, his sister died. The revolting thought which occurred 
to him when he heard the news of her death [p. 731 in fact 
meant no more than this: 'Now I am the only child. Now 
Father will have to love me only.' But though his reflection was 
in itself perfectly capable of becoming conscious, yet its homo- 
sexual background was so intolerable that it was possible for its 
disguise in the shape of the most sordid avarice to come as a 
great relief. 

Similarly, too, when after his father's death he reproached 
his mother so unjustifiably with wanting to cheat.him out of 
the money and with being fonder of the money than of him 
[p. 73 f.]. His old jealousy of her for having loved another child 
besides him, the possibility of her having wanted another child 
after him, drove him into making charges which he himself 
knew were unwarranted. 

This analysis of the meaning of faeces makes it clear that the 
obsessive thoughts which obliged him to connect God with 
faeces had a further significance beyond the disparagement 
which he saw in them himself. They were in fact true com- 
promise-products, in which a part was played no less by 
an affectionate current of devotion than by a hostile current 
of abuse. 'God-shit' was probably an abbreviation for an 
offering that one occasionally hears mentioned in its unabbrev- 
iated form. 'Shitting on God' ['auf Gott schissen'] or 'shitting 
something for God' ['Gott etzuas scheissen'] also means giving him 
a baby or getting him to give one a baby. The old 'gift' meaning 
in its negative and debased form and the 'baby' meaning that 
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was later developed from it are combined with each other in 
the obsessional phrase. In  the latter of these meanings a feminine 
tenderness finds expression: a readiness to give up one's mas- 
culinity if in exchange for it one can be loved like a woman. 
Here, then, we have precisely the same impulse towards God 
which was expressed in unambiguous words in the delusional 
system of the paranoic Senatsprasident Schreber [Freud, 191 lc, 
end of Section I]. 

When later on I come to describing the final clearing up of 
my patient's symptoms, the way in which the intestinal disorder 
had put itself a t  the service of the homosexual current and had 
given expression to his feminine attitude towards his father will 
once again become evident. Meanwhile we shall mention 
a further meaning of faeces, which will lead us on to a discussion 
of the castration complex. 

Since the column of faeces stimulates the erotogenic mucous 
membrane of the bowel, it plays the part of an active organ in 
regard to it; it behaves just as the penis does to the vaginal 
mucous membrane, and acts as it were as its forerunner during 
the cloaca1 epoch. The handing over of faeces for the sake of 
(out of love for) some one else becomes a prototype of castration; 
it is the first occasion upon which an individual parts with a 
piece of his own body1 in order to gain the favour of some other 
person whom he loves. So that a person's love of his own penis, 
which is in other respects narcissistic, is not without an element 
of anal erotism. 'Faeces', 'baby' and 'penis' thus form a unity, 
an unconscious concept (sit venia verbo)-the concept, namely, 
of 'a little one' that can become separated from one's body. 
Along these paths of association the libidinal cathexis may be- 
come displaced or intensified in ways which are pathologically 
important and which are revealed by analysis. 

We are already acquainted with the attitude which our 
patient first adopted to the problem of castration. He rejected 
castration, and held to his theory of intercourse by the anus. 
When I speak of his having rejected it, the first meaning of the 
phrase is that he would have nothing to do with it, in the sense 
of having repressed it. This really involved no judgement upon 
the question of its existence, but it was the same as if it did not 
exist. Such an attitude, however, could not have been his final 
one, even at  the time of his infantile neurosis. We find good 

It is as such that faeces are invariably treated by children. 
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subsequent evidence of his having recognized castration as a 
fact. I n  this connection, once again, he behaved in the manner 
which was so characteristic of him, but which makes it so 
difficult to give a clear account of his mental processes or to 
feel one's way into them. First he resisted and then he yielded; 
but the second reaction did not do away with the first. In  the 
end there were to be found in him two contrary currents side 
by side, of which one abominated the idea of castration, while 
the other was prepared to accept it and console itself with 
feminity as a compensation. But beyond any doubt a third 
current, the oldest and deepest, which did not as yet even raise 
the question of the reality of castration, was still capable of 
coming into activity. I have elsewhere1 reported a hallucina- 
tion which this same patient had at the age of five and upon 
which I need only add a brief commentary here. 
' "When I was five years old, I was playing in the garden 

near my nurse, and was carving with my pocket-knife in the 
bark of one of the walnut-trees that come into my dream as 

Suddenly, to my unspeakable terror, I noticed that I 
had cut through the little finger of my (right or left?) hand, so 
that it was only hanging on by its skin. I felt no pain, but great 
fear. I did not venture to say anything to my nurse, who was 
only a few paces distant, but I sank down on the nearest seat 
and sat there incapable of casting another glance at my finger. 
At last I calmed down, took a look at the finger, and saw that it 
was entirely uninjured." ' 

After he had received his instruction in the Bible story at the 
age of four and a half he began, as we know, to make the intense 
effort of thought which ended in his obsessional piety. We may 
therefore assume that this hallucination belongs to the period 
in which he brought himself to recognize the reality of castration 
and it is perhaps to be regarded as actually marking this step. 
Even the small correction [see footnote] made by the patient 
is not without interest. If he had a hallucination of the same 

'Fame Reconnaissance (''DLjB Raconte"') in Psycho-Analytic Treat- 
ment' ( 19 14a), [Standard Ed., 13, 204 f.] . 

'Cf. "The Occurrence in Dreams of Material from Fairy Tales" 
[19134. In  telling the story again on a later occasion he made the 
following correction: "I don't believe I was cutting the tree. That was a 
confusion with another recollection, which must also have been halluci- 
natorily falsified, of having made a cut in a tree with my knife and of 
blood having come out of the tree." ' 
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dreadful experience which Tasso, in his Gmalemme Liberuta, 
tells of his hero Tancred,' we shall perhaps be justified in reach- 
ing the interpretation that the tree meant a woman to my 
little patient as well. Here, then, he was playing the part of his 
father, and was connecting his mother's familiar haemorrhages 
with the castration of women, which he now recognized,-with 
the 'wound'. 

His hallucination of the severed finger was instigated, as 
he reported later on, by the story that a female relation of 
his had been born with six toes and that the extra one had 
immediately afterwards been chopped off with an axe. Women, 
then, had no penis because it was taken away from them at 
birth. In  this manner he came, at the period of the obsessional 
neurosis, to accept what he had already learned during the 
dream but had at the time rejected by repression. He must also 
have become acquainted, during the readings and discussions 
of the sacred story, with the ritual circumcision of Christ and 
of the Jews in general. 

There is no doubt whatever that at this time his father was 
turning into the terrifying figure that threatened him with 
castration. The cruel God with whom he was then struggling- 
who made men sinful, only to punish them afterwards, who 
sacrificed his own son and the sons of men-this God threw 
back his character on to the patient's father, though, on the 
other hand, the boy was at the same time trying to defend his 
father against the God. At this point the boy had to fit into 
a phylogenetic pattern, and he did so, although his personal 
experiences may not have agreed with it. Although the threats 
or hints of castration which had come his way had emanated 
from women,2 this could not hold up the final result for long. 
I n  spite of everything it was his father from whom in the end 
he came to fear castration. I n  this respect heredity triumphed 
over accidental experience; in man's prehistory it was unques- 
tionably the father who practised castration as a punishment 
and who later softened it down into circumcision. The further 

[The soul of Tancred's beloved Clorinda was imprisoned in a tree; 
and when, in ignorance of this, he slashed at it with his sword, blood 
flowed from the cut. This story is told by Freud at greater length in 
connection with the 'compulsion to repeat' in Chapter I11 of Bgond 
the Pleasure Prim'pk (1920g)' Standard Ed., 18, 22.1 

a We already know this as regards his Nanya, and we shall hear of 
it again in connection with another woman. 


